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1. Information collected om recruiting for international bripgades for
Orsece has failed to show positively that any orgenized reeruiting
is being oarried out in the Milen arem. All information received,
while generally stating that such recruiting is teking plece, falls
to prove the existonce of any orgenization. It shows, on the con-
trary, thet up to this date any informtlon which conld be related
to subject matter has becn greatly trumped up with generic rsfere
ences to one or the other big Commmnist leaders mentioned as being
et the hoad of thiam organization. ‘

25X1X6

2. In the series of reports translated below, oripginating with various
‘sources the only spparent confimaticn from more than ore soures is
in connection with the following:

(e} Location of recruiting hecadquarters at Vie Ceresio

[ 12, Milen. This building (near the Monumentele Ceine-
tery) was formerly the seat of a Fascist group and

o8 such it has followed the fate cf all such build-
inge formerly belonging to the Fascist Party the sta-
tus of which has not been oclerified. It is at pre-
sent being uded for the offices of various politicel
perties including tha "Baciocchi” Group of the Ita-
lian Aparchist Federation and s Commumist section.
The politiczl parties prefer to use these former Fase
oist properties, as so far, no one requires the par-
ties to pay any rent. The Via Ceresic 12 address has
often been mentioned as being also the center for the,
recruiting for anti-Franco formations.
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{5} Locetion of another recruiting center at the headw
quarcers of ANPI (Associazione Nazionale Partigirmi
italiani) in Milan, Via Muffini 3.

{(¢) TEnlistment premium, reported to amount to 100,000
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3. It is pointed out that in cases 2 (a) and (b) the place o” origin
of the two reports is the same and that therefore this is probably
a onse of duplioation. 2 (c) is reported arein by two sources and
is mlso confirmed by a third in the report regarding recruitment
of YVellini. Reported salaries and death benefits for the volune
teers vary from socurce to source.

4e On the basls of Infomeation collected to dete, it can be safely
stated th-t there have been instances of scattered individual re-
cruiting and that probably the departure of some individuals for
Yuposlavia end Albania,in connection with the Greck fighting, has
token place. Indications ere, however, that these arc individual
cases (possibly including provocetion reports) and that actual re-
cruiting -n any scolo has not been started.

Sa In view of the fact that reports received cennot be edited properly
in en interim report, as many also relate activities roportedly
taking place in other zomes of Italy, they are transcribed below as
received. .

11, Report i 1

Go An international brigade composed of non~Greek nationsls, js reported

J t0 have headquartsers at Split, with detachments at Cestelmiovo, Cas~
telvecchio, Grobnica, all in Istria, and at Kustendil., Conmending
officor is reported to be Krsto Stojkov, Russian or Dulrarien generale.
Vice-Commissar is reported to be Viadimir Sanev, Yugoslav Commnist.
Pilote have been assirned to this brigade. The pllots are being
trained at the "ULavezni Odbor Svortsko Vasduhoplovsto", an aerial
sporting olub of Helgrade; instructors are form-r Russian, German and
Yupgoslov Air Force pilotse.

7« A group of menbers of the above mentioned brigade is reported to
have arrived in l'ilan reocently to organize a battalion to be headed
by & Yuposlav officer. No confirmation of this report has been re-
ceiveds

8. It is cortain, however, that recruiting is taking place in the lMilan
Province, particularly at Sesto San Giovarmi; three young Commmists
left the latter towm a few weeks ago headed for Greece. Recruiting
iz also taking place in Novara Province, particulerly ot Verbenis,
Omegna and Villadossolae

9. Reliable sources repnort, however, that only a few people have been
recruited so far, as the majority (of Giose approached) prefer to
fight tho Greck Yesscists only orally.

10, Enlistees receive a 100,000 lirc bomus. They are dispateched via
I'ilan-Bari-~Albania then to Greece. The crossing of the idriatic is
made rwostly with {iching boats. It is r-ported that between Z20 June
and 10 July 1947 nearly 900 Cammumists recruited by Tito cfficers
left in small rroups via the ports of Ancona and Trioeste.

mta

1le The shove information has not been confirmed.
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12.  Reoruiting and payment of premiums ote. » is carried out in Milan
in the offices of the Anarchist group Baciocchl, in Via Ceresio
12, The selection of volunteers, who before enlisting must prove
thoir Cermunist faith,jend all the administrative details are
handled at the AnPI headquarters in Via Puffini 3,

13. Another organization in charge of recruiting and dispatching to
“lbanie of Corrmunist elements secms to be the P.A.I:.A.T.O.n%probably
Apparat). This orranization scems to be involved inthe trafficking
of arms to be used for equipping the volunteers. The arms sre smug-~
gled out of the arms factoriss of Broscia, and of the Breda works
of Sesto San Giovenni. The material is sent to Southern Italy to
be shipped to Albania on the same boats used for the transportation
of volunteers. One of the leaders of this orpanization iz reported
go be Giovanni fem, operating in Liruria with one Brigante, and one

orradi.

14,  Other international brigade units sre located in Venezia Giulia, and
are reportedly called "Stalin's Brigades". These units are reported
to have received in June, 20,000 cans of meet shipped from Svitzere
land and smuprled into Italy at the border crogsing uf Maslianico.

15. All metters reparding the reoruiting and armsment of recruits are
under the direction of Luigi Longo, who as the orpganizer and later
the political cormissar of the international brigades in Spain is
an expert in these affairs. Another organizer is Pletro Secchia,
hoed of the clandestine orgenization of the PCI (Italian Commmnist
Party)s The chief orpanizer in the Novera Frovince is Moscatolli,
A1) funds are supplied by Russia, which also furaished large quane-
tities of arms of tho latest models, semt through Bulparia and Yugo-
slaviae

III. Report No. 2

1Ge Koscatelli is reported to have met Tito in Tiume recently. The pur-
pose of the meeting is now knowns This inforration originates with
a Fiume resident recently arrived in Italy.

17. Propagenda for the recruiting of the internationsl brigade for Gresce
is carried out throughout Itel ye Recruiting centers are in Turin,
L'ilan, and Bologna, No infornmation, however, is available for Bologna,

18. The chief organizer in Milan is reported to be Pietro Secchie, mili-
tary cormander of Milan Communists. Other Comamish and leftist por=
sonalities involved ares Vittorio Flecchia, Luigi Lungo, Vincengzo
tioscatelli, Velio Spano, Bonfantini, Valerio (halter Audisio), and
Carlo #ndreoni. Flecchia shares with Secchia the leadership of the
recruiting and propaganda offices, while Longo i1z the lcader of the
military organizations. Moscatelli is the second in cormand of the
brisades fighting in Greeoce - the CO is revortedly a Polish Jew from
Leningrad. Valerio and Lonpo maintain liaison between Italy and
Greece, travelling under false names, Spano is in charge of arms
and supplies. Jndreoni and Bonfantini have political assigmarnts,

19¢ The recruits receive 100,000 lire upon enlisting; 100,000 lire ere
also sent tothe family vhich is to receive 8,000 lire in case of

REFERENCE CENTER LIBRART

SHORNT

Ui N—Y

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 :




Iv.

Ve

25X1X6

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDR82-00457R001000620004- :
PpreY N 2

B I
Lo h&_
e e A T——— >, =

CENTRAL INTT.LLIGRICE GROUP 25X1A2g

- & -

20. It is believed that up to duly 1947, 2,000 men were shippad to
Greoce in small groups from 3ari,

2l. ‘leapons and arrunitions have been gent by the Breda factory in
Sesto San Giovanni to Yuposlavia and Albania, via trucks to the
Adriatic sea=comst, thence via small fishing boats. The traffic
hag been stopped by the police recently, :

22, The above information vms allegedly obtained from a lotter vritten
by the director of Turin edition of Unita' to his wife, at present
in Moscow.

Report lo, 3

23. The recruiting offices of "Volunteers for Freeder™ (Corrunist vole
unteors far Greece), are located at:

(a) Via Cerosio 12 - inarchist hemdquarters "Bacioccohi".
This office carries out actunl recruiting,

(b) Via Fratelll Ruffini 3 = ANPI hondquerters. Thia
office talos care of financinl arrenrements and
furnighes false identity documentsa

24, All Corrmnist, Socialist, Fusionist, {narchist and Historical Repube
lican party sections have boen instructed to proparandize the move~
rent and provide meterianl assistance to those in need.

25« Chief organizer of the recruiting is Pictro Secchia. Luigi Longo
is his main collaborator. Pietro Nenni is the honorary president
of the Voluntcer for Freedom organization, vhose merbers operate
at present in Greece and Spmin.

26. A coertain Flam (elins) and Ceminale Concordia alias lichele are a=
- mnong the main recruiters ‘in Milen, ’

27, Investigation on subject matter has given mager results, rclated be-
lows

(a) Carmen Schaveni = born Madrid, 19 April 1915; widow
of a certain Cnselli and at present living with An-
tonio llattiello. Schaveni vms in llilan up 4o about
tho middle of June 1947. She ond Mattiello lived in
Via Francesco Sforza 19 in the same sportment with
Profescor I'rancesco Ulivelli, a propapandist of the
PSI. &Schavenl and Kattiollo are reported to have
loft for Naples, where they are bolieved to be re-
cruiting for the international brigade. Ulivelll
has nlso left liilax for an unknown destination.

(b) schaveni iz a Spaniard and tock active part in /ne
archist formations during the Civil Var. At the
end of that war she fled 4o various countries, and
arrived in Itely in the summoer of 1945, She is a
very active proparandist of extremist tence.cies,

<
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ofton attacking cven Comrunists whom she accuses
_of not being ontirely faithful to larx. In prac-
tice, however, she asrees with them especially es
far as Greeocs is concerned.

{c) Schaveni was e frequent caller at the headquarters
of the Italian Anorchist Federstion and of the I¢alian
Liberatarian Federation, both located st Via Albania 36.
®he also visited of'ten the Italian Libortarian Corraumist
Federation, Via Sabotino 10, snd sometimes she wes geen
at the headquarters of the Partito Comunista Intcrna-
‘zionaliste at Via Ceresio 12.

(d) Schaveni's activity as a proparandist bore Food re-
sults, but as a res:lt of quarrels with local Commmne=
1sts, she wms advised to go elsevhere. The fewr per-
sons vho know her seemed to belisve that she and har
associates could be trusted to perform ary activity,
including terroristiec acts,

Of the political centers sbove mentioned, particularly interesting
is the Via Sabotino 10 address where the Federasgione Comurdsta Liber-
taria Italiena has its offices. It issrongly suspectod that rew
cruiting is teking plece here since wolunteers for Spain have been
recruited here recently.

The above mentioned orranizations, listed below with the names of
thoir leaders, agrced in the past to carry out propaganda and send
volunteers to Spain arainst Franco, but do not sesm to be successful
in rocruiting partisans to be sent +o Greece. There are reports to
the offest that the fow anarchists stated to have boen sert were not
satisfied with their treantmont at the hands of the Comrmnists. The
list of Schaveni's contacts follow: '

(a) Partito Comuniste Internazionalists: - Prof. Onorato Damen
(b) Toderazione inarchica Italiana - l'ario Mantovani
(c) TFederazione Libertaria Italiana - De Luca

(d) - Fodorazione Cormnista Libertaria Iteliana ~ directed
. by several people, anmong whont s Bruno Maffi, so. of
the Comrunist Deputy.

4 gtrange political group, called Novimento Umanitario Iteliano, and
which may have some comnnection with recruiting for internstional bri-
rades_ appeared recontly in lilan. This group carries out activities
which are not of a clcar political or social nature. The leaders sre
the Pracassc brothors, end the office 1s located at Via Cenonica 47.

The "lovimento" was reportedly financed by one Attanassio who has never
been identifieds During tho last month there have been about 30 callors
at the above "office", all of vhom have left lilan after a few days.

One of the recent arrivals is a certain Ws larpgherita.

Other information on the international bripade states that the volun=
teers are sent to Toulose, where they receive some kird of training,
then return to Italy to proceed to their finel desti.ation via Trieste
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or Ravenna or incona. It is suspocted that volunteers are being
sent by the AYFI and the Fronte della Gioverbua

There are various indications, unconfirmed beceuss of lack of adew
quate possibilities, that the recruiting center i{s at the Vittorio
Emenuele Bar in Vis Orefici Commont: a very crowded spot 25X1A6a
in the center of Milan), a bar w a very nmixed clientole, nearly
always orowdod with Albanians, Groeeks, Yugoslave and Italions, all
engaged in convincing people to fo and ficht "for the frecdom of
the peoples". Ireferably the individuals speak to persons wearing
military insimmia, ofiering at least to double their present income.
The recruiters moke tt clear that they do not care vwhether the pro-
spoctive recruits werc Fascists in the past, but are only ooncerned
vith their willingness to fo and fight,

The notoriocus Creek %lia Liarutzos has reappeared in l'ilan, At the
Hotel Internazionale where he usually stays, thore is the usual
m-oting of traffickers and suspect individuals. liony of the callers
at this hotel and at other meeting places of lmown international traf-
fickers, often disappear and it is suspected that they are being ament
to fight in Oreece. Investigation is continuing,

VI. Report No. §

36,

37e

In sy 1947, a Russian or Yuroslav by the names of HMalechof or Yele=
chief arrived in the llovara zone and contacted some ANPT members,
discussing details for collaboration with his Governmert in cese of
an armed insurrection. Mo particulars on these conversaticns are
availaeble. It is know, however, that early in June lialechof returned
to Ngvara and drove around the nearby rons, often stopping in the vi-
cinity of an sbandoned omergoney airfield used during the war.

The obove report iec taken as a confirration of o previous report
stating that the AUPI had requested from the Air Hinistry the suthority
to use abandoned erergency esirfields for agricultural purpcses. This
roquest was believed to cover the intention of using the fields for
possible action in connection with an insurrection or for cther clan=
destine purposes.

VII. Report lio, 8

25X1X6
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39,

An individual offered a chance in June to enlist with the “RBripgate
Internazionali Proletarie" wes given the cholue of collaoborating in
Italy with the organization or of becoming a momber of the units
fighting in Greece. The individual in question vms not given eny
dotails outside of some financinl promises and e puarantee for his
position - as he had stated ho vms a member of the X Yas. He was
told to report to the Commnist headqiarters at Fognia and to inguire
for a certain "Brandolin" using the password "Genzian",

I1I. ReEort Noa 7

Alfredo Mellini, former merber of the Turin Brirate Nore, & tall, thin
individual, three fingers missing from the right hand, has been re-

cently recruited for a specisl misgion in the Puglie Area. Uwon com=
pletion of this mission, llellini is expcoted to loave for Creece end

o EFERONE R BB
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Tho organization of which Yellini is a membor is celled "Alfonso
Garcia", and is believed to be a brigade or a unit of & proletarian
Eroupe .

Mellini stated he had been recruited at the Cormunist headquarters
by a representative of the "Alfonsc Garcia" formatiom in Bologna,
Fellini was given 100,000 lire upon enlistment, and guaranteed
70,000 lire for his family evory rionth beginning with his departure
for Greece.

l’ellini has not furnished any information on the nature of hisg mige-
sion in Puglie and on the identity of the persons he is to mest. He
hag spoken of contacts and liesison with Yuroslavs arviving by boat
and spots on the coast to be used for loading or unloading of men and
material, '

IXe Report lNo. 8

43.

No recruiting center ftr the international brigade exists in Northern
Italy, nor any organization for the dispatehing of such brigadesto
Greace or its borders. Following newspaper reports concerning this
alleped mctivity, the Cemtrel Direction of the FCI has issued a ocir-
cular, signed by Longo, cautioning ell PCI members against accepting
any invitation to doin Greeck anti-Government formetions. The oirouw
lar specifically states that acceptance of such invitations would
favor the provoocative rame started by the foes of Communiem.

It is reportod that 7 or 8 Trotskyites and Anarchists, former members

of the liovimento Resistemza Partigisna, have announced their intention
to o and fight with the Greck rebels. They could not carry cut this

intention because of the lack of any orgenization to reach Greece,

Xe Reggrt los 9

X1

45,

46,

Recruitors in Turin are the Pecchioli brothers, employed with Comando
Iilitare Regionale Piemontese (C.'.R.P.) office in Turin. Recruits
are assenbled in the Docellano Hotel then moved to the Porta Nuove
station for shipment. .

All recruits leave with false idontity papers, prepared mainly by the
sister of liescatelli, who is an employee in the Registry office of the
Turin City Hall. ) '

Report MNo. 10

47,

48.

Tho author claims to have read personally the original of e letter
bearing the official CLI (Comitato di Liberazione Nazionale) stamp
of Turin and signed by "Capitano Yorra", asking the addressee (name
not shovn to author) to "recruit 7/f oporstors for the internstional
brirades to be sent to Gresce via Yugoslavia, according tn orders
issued by Hon. Longo¥.

The stamp, circular, read "C.I'.R.P. - Ufficio Straleio" elong the
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49 lLongo is reportcd to be the orpanizor for the ‘international brigade
and is believed to be at present in filelly to oontrol the movemonts
of the recruits. .

XITe Report No. 11 .

50« An individuel in close contact with various politieal rersocnelities
and well-placed in the economic field in Turin, has submitted the
following report,

(a) Yetional meeting of the AllPI, After long discussions
a complete seission has occurred between Garibaldind
and moderate elemonts of other parties, vho have taken
& cloar anti-Corrmnist stand.

(b) C.¥. Ko P. (Comitato Militare Pogionale Plemontese).
Representatives of Giustizia e Liberta' have broken
aviay in this sector alco. The Committee is clesrly N
split in pro and anti Communist forcos.

(¢) PCI cells. It has been docideds:
(1) to send volunteers to the Creek front;

(2) to kecp ready for any emergency and
wholly execute party orders;

(3) %o sabotage emigration not organized by
the Commmist Party; -

(4) intensify enrollment in the party of in-
dividuals who are courageous and ready for
anything as well as of intellectusls;

(5) to fight any orgenizations not sponsored
by the FCI, '

The real head ie Spano. The Poochioll brothers are in
charge in Turin. A pgood deal of the recruiting is done
under cover of emigration to France under a regular work
contract. Trom France the recruits are shipped east. A
usual moeting place is the hotel located in Via Cernaia,
corner of Piazza Porta Susa. (This is the Doc-lilano
Hotel previously mentioned).

{(d) Recruiting of volunteers is apparently directed by Longo.

XIIIs Report Mo, 12 -

5l It is also revortod that from the Perrerie Fiat works in Turin, reci-
pletis of large cusnbitics of salvapged Allied w r materinls, thereis
a constant smupzling of salvagesble weaponse

52. The raterial arrives by means of freight cars and is unionded by a
squad of 60 workmen under the orders of a certain Ollers, first cail
loeder of the workshops ond right hand man of Ing. Nicolu* Gioia,
rCI cell leader and co-manager of the works, :

25X1X6 ShHaRmT—
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73« Check at the oxit of the shops is made by Settimo Canzant and
tauro Gemtile, both I'CI cell merbers.

54 Hoad of the transportation section is a certain Vivo or ico,
who acts under Gioia's orders and under the control of Ollero.

5Gs Another oell rerber, Basini, receives and controls the incoming
nmeterial, choosing what is to go out through Ollero and the others.
He is the brain of the band.

86. It is believed that the salvaccable material goes out of the shop
under pretenss of beins material destined to clients; is is re-
paired by ordnance experts and then loaded on private carg for un-
Imown destination. lost of the materisl thus salvaged is of Drite
ish origin,

XIVe Report lo. 13
87. The Pecchioli brothers previously mentioned have been identified as:
(2) Cesare Galante Ugo Urberto Pecchioli; born Turin
4 July 1919; living at Corso Brunclleschi 1; pro-
fession = employce. :
{b} Ugo Paolo Mario Pecchiols, born Turin 14 January
. 1926, Lemeining information as above.

8. The Pecchioli brothers were members of a Garibaldini formaiion in Val

suga during the clandestine period.
with the Comando !iilitare Herionale
engared in recruiting youns workers

They are at present employed
Piemcntese in Turine They are
for srigration to foreign coun-

tries. GSomo of these youths are being shipped as volunteers to Greeocee

i

59» The rerainder ofthis report repoats, almoct verbatin, Leport No. 9,
and Tepert No. 11, sub-parsgrazh (d).

N

25X1AGa -Comfterr!:: Vote paragrophs 45 and 46, paragraph 50 (d),
and paragraph 59; all probably oririnate with the same s ources
and should be teken as repetition rather than confirrmtion of
the same information.
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